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Reaſons for Supprefhng the Wearing of' B'O TT ONS 
made of the Shreds of Cloth, Drugget, or other Stuff.  - 


Humbly ſubmitted jo the Conſideration of the Honourable Houſe of Commons. 


HE. wearing of Battozs made of Shreds of Cloth, Drugget, and other Stuf, doth 

extreamly leſſen tie Conſumption of thoſe made of Gold, Silver, Silk, Thread, 

Hair, and Mohair, and thereby deprive at leaſt Fifty thouſand poor People of 

their Employments, whoſe fole depencance is upon the working of Buttons 

. with the Needle; tor want of which, rhey who formerly decently maintained 

themfelves and Families, are now, not only become a great Charge to the reſpective Pariſhes 

wherein they jive, as appears by the late great Increaſe of thoſe relieved poor Manufactures at 

Maxfreeld, Sherborne, and in and about the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, but by their Ne- 

ceifitics are become the greateſt Objects of Charity, and Commileration, their Condition being 
moſt deplorable. | | 

The miſchievous conſequence of Making and Wearing of Buttons made of the Shreds of 

Cleth and other Stuff, hath occaſioned the Prejudicial Faſhion of Laying and Making the But- 

ron-holes in Garments, with the Shreds of Cloth and Stuff, whereby , not only the Button- 


makers, vihoarevery Numerous, and have been a Trade time out of mind, but divers other 


Trades (relating to this Manutacture, and which depends thereon) are by thoſe Cloth, Drug- 
get, and Stuff Buttons, much Prejudiced, and more particularly the Zurkey Trade, Silkmen, 
Throcſters , Spinners, Twiſters, Dyers, and Wiredrawers , whoſe reſpeCtive Trades do very 
{ſenſibly feel a great Loſs by the late decay of the Batton-making Trade ; and, which 1s only 
eccaſioned by the Wearing of Bar7oxs made of Cloth, Drugget, and other Sf, that are made 
by the Tavlors themſclves. | | 

I N this Trade of Working of Butfons with the Needic, many Thouſands of Women and 
Children were Employed, arid of the latter from Six years old and upwards, who thereby got 
their own Maintenance, which kept them from Corruption, and the vicious Courſes which 
Idienels generaily produces ; But now, for want of Employment by the decay of their Trade, 
many ot them wendring Abroad a Begging, are jallen into 1ll Courles of Living, and in a ſhort 
time many more of that Trace, fer want oi Employ ment, will fall under the like Inconvenience, 
uns fone timely Remedy be found out to prevent it. 

OZjection. By the Wearing of C/oth and Drugget Buttons it may be ſuppoſed , that the 
1/00//en Manufatture is encreafed, which of all Trades deſerves the greateſt Encouragement, 


and therefore thoſe Woolen- Buttons ought not to be ſuppreſled. 


Anſwer, Cloth, Stuff, and Dregzer Butrons, areonly made of the Shreds, which otherwiſe 
arc of no Uie; But all the Silt and Mohbair (of which Needle worked Butrons are made) are 
Imported trom Turkey, and bought with our Ho!lex Cloth ; fo that in truth, thoſe Needle- 
wrought Buttons Go (1N the purcizaſe of their Materials) in fat conſume Forty times as much 
of the MoZen Manulacture, as by Wear of the aiorefaid Buttons : And not only the Turkey Trade 
is hereby advanced, whote Merciants above all others deſerve the greateſt Encouragement, 
becauſe thar Trade doth mott tend to our Intereſt ; But alfo as it is an Encouragement of a gene- 
neral Trade and Trafick Abroad, ard the Sailer as well as the Merchant, beſides ſeveral other 
Trades have a ſhare in the Benefit that this ManufaQure brings. 

B-fides as it is for the Intereſt and Honour of the Nation to Encourage our own ManufaCture 
and Trae Abroad, 1o it 1s allo to Employ our own Poor in Laudable Employments at Home. 

If ir's Oljeded. That the workings of Buttons with the Needle is a Hindrance to the 
Weaving Trade, 

Anſwer. That there are no Button Weavers that have any particular Frame or Trade to 
Weave Barrens, nor ever pretendcd thereunto ; but on' the contrary ir's manite(t, that it will be 
an Encreaſe to the Weavers Trade ; for that by the Exporting of Cloth in whole Pieces for the 
Materials of this ManutaQuure, will confume abundantly more C/ozh then to make Buttons of 
the Shreds. | 

IN orahout 1694. The wearing Cloth and other Wove Buttons, was fo generally practiſed 
in France, that thoſe who depended on Wrought Buttons, were thereby almoſt Starved, Where- 
upon the French King, uncer very ſevere Penaltics, Prohibited tHe Wearing of all ſorts of Buttons 
mace of C/oth or other Wove Stuff, to the great Encouragement and Reliet of Thouſands of 
People tnat would have been otherwiſe-run'd. | 

NOW, foraſmuch as the Wearing of Gold, Silver, Silk, Thread, Hair, and Mohair- 
Buttons, doth produce theſe three great Effects. viz. | 


{. The Employment of many Thouſands of People (eſpecially Women and Children) that 


muſt otherwiſe Starve, or become a Charge to their reſpeive Pariſhes ; | 
1. The Encouragement of the Woollex ManufaQture in the purchaſe of the Materials where- 
of theſe Needle- wrought Buttons are made; - | 
II. The Advancement of the moſt advantagious Trade to this Kingdom, viz. the Zurky ; 


& * 


f Reb hanlly hoped, that whatever tends to the Prejudice of thoſe three great Ends, ſhall by 


'- _ this Honourable Houſe be Suppreſſed. And whether Wearing of Buttons made of the Shreds 
of Cloth, Drugget, or other Stuff, do not { for the Reaſons before mentioned) tend there- 


 uwnto, i humbly Submitted to your Honours great Wiſdom and Confderation. 
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